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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of
Certain Officers.
 

Effective April 11, 2022 the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Eton Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (the “Company”) appointed James Gruber to serve as
the Company’s Chief Financial Officer, Corporate Secretary and Treasurer. Mr. Gruber, age 50, previously served as Vice President and U.S. Controller for
Horizon Therapeutics, a biotech company focused on delivering medicines for rare, autoimmune and severe inflammatory diseases, since 2015. Prior to
joining Horizon Therapeutics, Mr. Gruber held various roles at Abbott Laboratories across pharmaceutical and medical device business units for 14 years.

 
Mr. Gruber succeeds Wilson Troutman, who retired as Chief Financial Officer, Corporate Secretary and Treasurer of the Company effective April

11, 2022 as well. Mr. Troutman will stay on with the Company through May 31, 2022 to assist with the transition and has agreed to be available, as needed,
for part-time consulting services thereafter.
 

The selection of Mr. Gruber as Chief Financial Officer was not pursuant to any arrangement or understanding with respect to any other person.
There are no family relationships between Mr. Gruber and any director or executive officer of the Company, and there are no transactions between Mr.
Gruber and the Company that would be required to be reported under Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.
 

Mr. Gruber’s compensation package includes an annual base salary of $350,000 and an annual discretionary incentive bonus at a total annual
target amount of 40% of base salary, based on the achievement of corporate and/or individual performance targets to be determined and approved by the
Board of Directors. As an inducement to him, Mr. Gruber will be granted a one-time option under the Company’s equity incentive plan to purchase 100,000
shares of common stock of the Company, vesting in quarters over a period of four years. Mr. Gruber will also be eligible to participate in the benefit plans
provided to the Company’s executive officers generally, as well as other benefits that are commonly found in executive employment agreements.
 
Item 7.01 Regulation FD Disclosure.

 
On April 11, 2022, the Company issued a press release announcing the appointment of Mr. Gruber, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit

99.1.
 
The information in this Item 7.01, including Exhibit 99.1, is being furnished and shall not be deemed to be “filed” for purposes of Section 18 of

the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, or otherwise subject to the liabilities of that section and shall not be deemed to be incorporated by
reference into any registration statement or other document filed pursuant to the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, regardless of any general
incorporation language in such filing, except as shall be expressly set forth by specific reference in such filing.

 
Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.
 

(d) Exhibits.
 
Exhibit 
Number

 
Description

99.1  Press Release dated April 11, 2022, issued by the Company.
104  Cover Page Interactive Data (the cover page XBRL tags are embedded in the Inline XBRL document.
 
 



 
 

SIGNATURES
 

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned
hereunto duly authorized. 

 
Date: April 11, 2022 By: /s/ Sean E. Brynjelsen
  President and Chief Executive Officer

 
 

 



 
Exhibit 99.1

 
Eton Pharmaceuticals Appoints James Gruber as Chief Financial Officer
 
DEER PARK, Ill., April 11, 2022 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) — Eton Pharmaceuticals, Inc (Nasdaq: ETON), an innovative pharmaceutical company focused
on developing and commercializing treatments for rare diseases, today announced the appointment of James Gruber as Chief Financial Officer, effective
immediately. He succeeds Wilson Troutman, who is retiring. Mr. Troutman will remain with the company through the end of May to ensure a smooth
transition.
 
“We are pleased to welcome James to the Eton team. He brings a wealth of experience managing the finance and accounting activities for some of the most
successful companies in the industry. We look forward to benefiting from his financial expertise as we enter the next stage of our evolution as a rapidly
growing commercial company,” said Sean Brynjelsen, CEO of Eton Pharmaceuticals.
 
“On behalf of everyone at Eton, I want to thank Wilson for his dedicated service to the company and congratulate him on a well-deserved retirement.
Wilson has been instrumental to the company since its inception in 2017. His contributions to the company were both positive and impactful over the years.
Although we are sad to see him go, we wish him all the best in his retirement”, added Brynjelsen.
 
“I am excited to be joining Eton. It is a terrific opportunity to join a company that is extremely well positioned with so many ongoing and near-term
commercial product launches. I look forward to working with the team to continue building a leading pharmaceutical company,” said James Gruber.
 
Mr. Gruber brings more than 20 years of financial and accounting experience to Eton. Most recently, he was the U.S. Controller at Horizon Therapeutics for
seven years, where he oversaw accounting activities for the company during its rapid growth. During Mr. Gruber’s tenure at Horizon, the company closed
and integrated multiple acquisitions, launched new products, and saw its revenue increase more than 10-fold. Prior to Horizon, Mr. Gruber spent 14 years at
Abbott Laboratories where he held various financial and accounting leadership positions. Mr. Gruber holds an M.B.A from Northwestern University’s
Kellogg School of Management, a B.S in accounting from Indiana University, and is a Certified Public Accountant.
 
About Eton Pharmaceuticals
 
Eton Pharmaceuticals, Inc. is an innovative pharmaceutical company focused on developing and commercializing treatments for rare diseases. The
company currently owns or receives royalties from six FDA-approved products, including ALKINDI SPRINKLE®, Carglumic Acid, Biorphen®,
Alaway® Preservative Free, Rezipres®, and Eprontia™, and has four additional products that have been submitted to the FDA.
 
Investor Contact:
 
David Krempa
dkrempa@etonpharma.com
612-387-3740
 
 

 


